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Retired Vice Admiral G. Peter Nanos, named Interim Director of Los 
Ala m os National Laboratory January 6, 2003, was confi rmed by the 
Board of Regents of the University of California as Director July 17, 
2003. 
 Before being named Interim Director, Nanos served as prin-
 ci pal deputy as so ci ate di rec tor for Los Ala m os National Lab o ra to ry’s 
Threat Re duc tion Di rec tor ate. 
 Nanos came to the Laboratory from a position as Com mand er, 
Naval Sea Systems Com mand in the U.S. Navy. Prior to that, he com-
manded the Navy’s strategic nuclear program. 
 Nanos’ naval career began in 1967, and included man age ment 
of the technical de vel op ment effort for the Navy’s high-energy laser 
pro gram, especially for fi eld-testing and risk-re duc tion ex per i ments 
for the mid-infrared chemical laser. He later became deputy di rec tor of 
warfare sys tems engineering in the Space and Naval Warfare Sys tems 
Com mand. He guided com ple tion of the sub ma rine inertial nav i ga tion 
system to sup port de ploy ment of the Trident II weapons system, and 
in 1994 he became Com mand er, Strategic System Pro grams. There he was accountable for design, de vel op ment 
and performance of the sub ma rine-based stra te gic missile systems for the United States and United Kingdom. 
Im me di ate ly before joining Los Ala m os, he had oversight for the operations of 10 de fense laboratory divisions 
with over 20,000 em ploy ees. 
 As principal deputy for Threat Reduction, Nanos shared responsibility in su per vis ing the Directorate’s 
three divisions: Biosciences, Decisions Applications and Non pro lif er a tion and International Se cu ri ty. He also 
in ter acts ex ten sive ly with the sponsors and stake hold ers of Threat Reduction, including the Department of En-
ergy, National Nuclear Security Administration, and the departments of Defense, State and Justice. 
 Nanos was a Trident Scholar at the U.S. Naval Academy, receiving a bach e lor’s degree in engineering in 
1967. He received a doc tor ate in physics from Princeton University in 1974.
 A native of Bedford, New Hampshire, Nanos wears the Navy Distinguished Service Medal, the Legion of 
Merit (two awards), the Meritorious Service Medal (fi ve awards), and the Navy Achievement Medal.
 He is married to the former Joanne Louise Knowles of Key West, Florida. They have a son, George, who 
is a lieutenant in the Navy Medical Corps.


